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After graduating from the UO in 2005, Travis 
interned for U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio in Washington, 
D.C.  It was an incredible and inspiring experience 
and he knew after his two month internship that he 
wanted eventually to return to Capitol Hill to work as 
a permanent staffer.  
After that internship, he backpacked through Central 
America for several months with his girlfriend (now 
wife).  “Traveling on a shoestring from Panama to 
Guatemala had a major impact on the way I think 
about the world and sparked a life-long passion 
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It seems the entire Department of International 
Studies was caught up throughout the fall in the 
search – the first we’ve done in seven years – for 
a new tenure track faculty member to help us 
establish a new concentration in Global Health and 
Development. We are thrilled that Kristin Yarris 
(see story above) will be joining the department this 
coming fall. With a doctorate in anthropology and 
a Master’s in Public Health from UCLA, combined 
with extensive field research in Nicaragua, Kristin 
brings an expertise that makes us all truly excited 
about our department’s future. Our next quest is 
to develop a new concentration in Global Media 
and Social Networking – just think about the 
role of Facebook and Twitter in the Arab Spring, 

student protests in Thailand, and how connected 
the world is today in myriad ways. For now, we’re 
searching for an adjunct faculty member to teach 
a course on this, and hope the College of Arts & 
Sciences enables 
us to follow up 
with an additional 
new tenure track 
faculty line soon.

We have had two 
graduate students 
this past year 
receive George 
& Connie Slape 

Anita M. Weiss
Professor and Head

See From the Head on page 6

The Department of International Studies is happy to 
welcome our newest faculty member, Kristin Yarris!  
Kristin will be joining the department in the fall of 2012 
and will be helping to develop the new departmental 
concentration in global health and development.  Kristin 
will also be teaching one course per year in the Department 
of Women’s and Gender Studies. 
Kristin received her BA in 1994 from Lewis and Clark 
College and spent several years working in NE Portland for 
a non-profit community-based development organization, 
Franciscan Enterprise of Portland. She later moved 
to San Francisco to work in community development 

International Studies 
Alumni Party in DC

                                                    By Diana Daibes   
In mid-April, approximately fifteen International 
Studies alumni met in Chinatown in the 
Washington, DC area where we had dinner 
together and talked about what we’ve been up 
to using our International Studies degree since 
graduating. I was particularly floored by the 
diversity of what people are doing and what 
their interests are. It goes to prove that the IS 
department is great at helping students focus 
on a particular interest. I remember that in my 

See Alumni Party on page 11
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IS Undergraduate Alumni Updates

Marisa graduated with a double major in International 
Studies and Political Science. Her experience studying 
abroad in Athens, Greece during fall of her junior year 
cemented her desire to focus on international studies. 
The ‘Aid to Developing Countries’ course with Prof. 
Weiss as well as courses taught by Prof. Galvan and 
Prof. Proudfoot were some of her favorite classes at UO. 
Having the opportunity to intern at Mobility International 
in Eugene during her senior year provided Marisa with 
invaluable practical experience in the international 
NGO field. After graduating, she moved to Israel for 
four years where she taught English to underprivileged 
students and refugees from Darfur, and earned a Master 
of Arts degree in Government, Diplomacy, and Conflict 
Studies from the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya. 

She then worked for an NGO in Israel that teaches low-
income and minority populations technological skills to 
help them find skilled employment, addressing the vast 
income gap that persists in Israel. 
Since moving back to her native Colorado, Marisa 
currently works at Seeking Common Ground, an 
international NGO that addresses the root causes of 
hate, discrimination and violent conflict. Seeking 
Common Ground’s Building Bridges for Peace program 
brings together American, Israeli, and Palestinian teens 
to learn to see the humanity in the ‘other’ and gain 
the confidence and skills to work towards more just, 
inclusive societies. She currently lives in Denver with 
her husband, Yaniv.

When I first arrived and saw the small, 
brightly painted wooden houses with 
metal corrugated roofs, chickens and 
dogs running around, and women 
cooking over open fires, I wondered 
how well I would adjust to a lifestyle 
and culture so distinct from my own.  
Nevertheless, as I approach the end of 
my service, I can confidently say that 
this place is home.
For the 27-month experience of serving 

as a Rural Community Development Peace Corps Volunteer, I 
was assigned to the isolated, agricultural town of Colonia La 
Libertad (“Colony of Liberty”) in the northwest corner of Costa 
Rica.  There are approximately 250 people who live in the 
community, the majority of whom are dedicated to subsistence 
agricultural.  As the community is located on the border of one of 
a national park and in a valley below two volcanoes, the natural 
beauty is astounding.  
Throughout the two years, community members and I have 
collaborated on a variety of projects.  Some of the more notable 
ones have included the formation of a community-recycling 
program that focuses on reducing the amount of solid waste 
burned or thrown in the rivers.  With the students and teachers 
of the local elementary school as the principal leaders of the 
project, we have established a group of trained, young people 
to run the center (receiving, separating, washing, and storing 
materials) and provided educational campaigns and workshops 
for the community.
In order to involve more women in community activities, we 
formed a women’s artisan group to learn new artistic skills, 
provide an opportunity to get out of the house and socialize, all 
while exploring the realm of entrepreneurship.  We have been 
meeting once a week for over a year and the women have learned 

a multitude of different crafts, many of them made from organic 
or recycled materials.
Lastly, in order to promote the health and recreation of the 
community members, we constructed a multiuse sports court 
located in the local park.  While soccer dominates as the most 
popular sport for Costa Rica and all Latin America, there is 
strong interest among youth to learn other sports typically seen 
on television such as basketball, volleyball, court soccer, and 
tennis.
While I am proud of the projects we have accomplished, the 
aspect of my service that I will remember and cherish the most 
is the friendships I have formed with local Costa Ricans over 
the past two years.  Whether it was sharing the traditional meal 
of gallo pinto, chatting about the latest town events over coffee, 
or swimming in the local river, somewhere along the way my 
community members became my family.  They taught me the 
importance of slowing down and not stressing out about the little 
things that are out of our control, spending time with loved ones, 
being outside, and the healing power of a good laugh.
Peace Corps Volunteers are invited by countries to share knowledge 
and experience we have so as to encourage development on a 
community level.  And while this is often accomplished over 
the course of the two-year time period, I would argue that it is 
within the volunteer it self where the true development occurs.  
Volunteers leave their host country with a new perspective on 
what it means to be an active, compassionate and humble global 
citizen.  
I encourage anyone who is interested in learning more about 
Peace Corps to explore the official website at: www.peacecorps.
gov.  Additional unofficial resources that can provide valuable 
information include volunteer’s personal blogs and Peace Corps 
Wiki (www.peacecorpswiki.org).  You can also email me with 
any questions about serving as a volunteer at: ms.awelsh@gmail.
com.

Marisa Ellman (BA, 2006)

Andrea Welsh (BA, 2009)
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Travis Joseph , from page 1___________________________________

Brianna Eamons is double 
majoring in International Studies 
and Political Science, with 
minors in business and Japanese.  
She has recently won several 
prestigious academic awards, 
including the International 
Studies Oliphant Scholarship, 
a Boren Critical Language 
Fellowship, and a Foreign 
Language & Area Studies 
(FLAS) scholarship from the U.S. 
Department of Education.  With 
the financial support of these 
three awards, Brianna is excited 
to spend her entire senior year in 
Tokyo, Japan, studying at Japan 
Women’s University (JWU).  
Japan’s academic calendar aligns 
with the normal calendar year, 
so she will not start her program 
until Winter 2013, and she will 
stay  until December.  She chose 
this experience specifically 
because she loves Japan and 
because she will be one of the 
only foreign students studying 
at the University.  Additionally, 

JWU has mostly social science 
courses, and she is interested 
in what it will be like to take 
international relations and even 
U.S. government classes from a 
Japanese perspective.   
For the first few months of her 
stay in Tokyo, Brianna will be 
enrolled in language immersion 
classes and will stay with a host 
family.  “Language immersion 
is always tough, always really 
scary to start off with,” Brianna 
says, “but what makes it difficult 
– the complete lack of English 
– is also what makes me want 
to do it.”  After several months 
of immersion and living with a 
family, she will start taking JWU 
classes in early spring and will 
live in a dorm on campus.
Brianna is not only a committed 
student, but she is also involved 
around campus and outside 
the UO community:  This is 
her second year as a Freshman 
Interest Group (FIG) assistant,, 
and she has participated in three 

“Alternative Spring Break” 
program through the St. Thomas 
Moore Newman Center.  Brianna 
will spend her 2012 summer in 
Ikego, Japan, where she will work 
for 10 weeks as a Water Safety 
Instructor for Camp Adventure.  
This is her second year with 
Camp Adventure, where she 
teaches the Red Cross’ “Learn-
to-Swim” program to children 
of U.S. military personnel who 
work at the base in Ikego.  Not 
only does she enjoy working with 
the military families and teaching 
valuable swimming techniques, 
but because of how close Ikego 
is to Japan’s capital she hopes to 
get to know the greater Tokyo 
area and the university before she 
begins living there in the fall.
Although her post-UO plans are 
still tentative, Brianna hopes to 
graduate early in 2014 and work 
as a Foreign Service Officer for 
the State Department; as a Boren 
Fellow, she has committed to 
work at least one year for the U.S. 

government after graduation.  
“Working for the federal 
government isn’t necessarily 
my long-term goal, but it seems 
like such an interesting career 
path that could lead me in many 
different exciting directions,” she 
says.  

Congratulations, Brianna, on all 
your amazing achievements!

Undergraduate Highlight: Brianna Eamons

for travel and exposure to different cultures 
and languages,” he said.  Since graduating, he 
has visited close to 30 countries.
That fall he enrolled at the London School 
of Economics and Political Science as 
a graduate student.  At LSE, he studied 
environmental policy and international 
development and wrote his dissertation on 
state-led implementation of climate change 
policy.  After graduating from graduate 
school, he was hired as a legislative assistant 
to Congressman DeFazio and moved from 
London back to Washington, D.C.  
For the last five years, Travis has served as 
an aide to the congressman and manages 
a legislative portfolio that includes natural 
resources, energy, foreign affairs, and 
defense issues.  Not coincidentally, he spends 
most of his time on policy related to natural 
resources management and rural economic 
development - issues he initially explored at 
the UO and then at LSE. 
“My time as an international studies student 
at the UO helped me develop crucial 
professional skills, such as critical thinking 

and strong research and writing,” Travis 
said.  “My experience in Washington, D.C. 
has shown me that these skills - which 
may seem basic to some - are lacking and 
the UO provided me with an excellent 
foundation.”  In addition to marketable job 
skills, the international studies program at 
the UO inspired him to learn more about 
the world we live in, to challenge the 
status quo and commonly held views, and 
to never stop learning.  He considers this 

sense of intellectual curiosity - which the 
UO international studies program helped 
foster - the most valuable preparation for 
both his graduate studies and professional 
career. 
Travis is currently helping Congressman 
DeFazio write legislation that would 
improve forest management on federal 
lands, provide revenue to failing rural 
counties in Oregon, and produce a 
sustainable level of timber to create jobs 
and preserve the local timber infrastructure.  
As a native Oregonian from Springfield, it 
has been both the greatest challenge and 
greatest honor of his professional career 
thus far to work collaboratively with a 
diverse group of Oregonians to try to solve 
the serious and complex challenges facing 
our rural communities and federal forests.  
But thanks to the UO and IS, he feels 
prepared for this challenge and is excited 
about the prospect of helping Congressman 
DeFazio bring some predictability and 
stability to rural Oregon.
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My Research in China
By Genevieve Roesler Beecher

(M.A. 2012)

Yarris, from page 1_________________________________________
organizations in the Mission and Tenderloin 
districts, with low-income, immigrant, 
and formerly-homeless communities. 
Kristin then worked in Mexico City 
at a residential treatment program for 
youth with substance abuse issues before 
enrolling in graduate school at UCLA.  
Kristin has also served for many years as 
a volunteer and board member of the NGO 
Witness for Peace and remains connected 
to Latin American solidarity movements. 
She received her MPH and MA in Latin 
American Studies in 2004 and her PhD 
in Sociocultural Anthropology in 2011.  
Kristin joins us after serving in a temporary 
Lecturer position in the departments of 
Anthropology and Global Health at the 

University of California, San Diego.
Kristin’s dissertation research focused  
on Nicaraguan transnational families; 
families where mothers have outmigrated 
and left children behind in the care 
of grandmothers. Her interests in 
intergenerational caregiving emerge from 
her broader research interests in the family 
as a site of care and a resource for health 
and wellbeing. 
Kristin is excited to come to the 
University of Oregon and looks forward 
to the challenge of applying her training 
in public health and medical anthropology 
to teaching classes in global health and 
development. She also is enthusiastic about 
joining an engaged intellectual community 

of colleagues and students who are focused 
on the larger cultural and development 
aspects of these interdisciplinary global 
problems.  She is excited to work with the 
IS graduate students who are developing 
research projects relevant to her field.  “I 
like thinking systematically about research, 
about helping students develop research 
questions based on existing knowledge 
and then designing field projects that can 
address those questions,” Kristin said, and 
she feels that this is one area in particular 
where she can provide support to IS 
students.
Welcome, Kristin, we are excited to have 
you join us!

As the youngest of three daughters growing up with a single 
mother in a working class environment, I never thought I would 
be able to afford to go to graduate school or ever to China.  
Thanks to the UO Department of International Studies, Of-
fice of International Affairs, Center for the Study of Women in 
Society (CSWS), and the George & Conni Slape Fellowship, my 
dreams have become a reality.  Besides receiving fellowships and 
grants on campus, I was selected to receive a prestigious Slape 
Award during this past academic year.  The philanthropic efforts 
of donors, such as the Slapes, made it possible for me to travel 
to China in Summer 2011 to conduct research for my Master’s 
thesis entitled “Inside, Outside, and In-between: Belonging and 
Identity Negotiation for Chinese American Adoptees Studying 
Abroad in China.”    

My research investigated how Chinese American adoptees        
negotiate their identities and senses of belonging in the coun-
try  of their birth, China.  Since 1992, most adoptions between 
the  US and China have occurred between Caucasian American 
parents and abandoned Chinese girls. Many of these girls grow up 
as a racial minority both in the mainstream US society and within 
their own families, but what happens when these girls go back 
to China and become the racial majority?  Do they feel like they 
belong?  

In this study, I attach prime importance to human interactions 
and society’s expectations for human behavior by focusing on the 
adoptees’ experiences.  This topic is significant because it aims 
to understand rather than predict human behavior.  It investigates 
how race, nationality, and adoptive status shape identity develop-
ment and cultural belonging across transnational boundaries.  The

timing of this research is important because few studies to date 
have included Chinese American adoptees’ first-hand accounts 
since many are just now coming into adulthood. 

In conducting this research, I accompanied a group of 17 high 
school students as a volunteer chaperone on a six-week study 
abroad program in Yunnan Province, China.  I found that adop-
tees are initially perceived to be insiders for racially belonging in 
China, but cultural and linguistic differences place them as out-
siders.  Most adoptees fit in-between belonging and not belonging 
in Chinese society by attempting to “pass” as Chinese citizens in 
public spaces.  Their accounts emphasize how race, nationality, 
and adoptive status contribute to larger themes for identity devel-
opment and belonging in globalized contexts.   

The funding we receive from the Department of International 
Studies and from other programs on campus are invaluable 
contributions that help us become successful in our endeavors as 
global professionals.  As a graduate of the class of 2012, I look 
forward to my next journey: working as the Chinese Flagship 
Program Interim Coordinator at the University of Oregon.  I 
sincerely hope that all my fellow students and colleagues’ dreams 
become reality, too.    
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CONGRATULATIONS IS BA CLASS OF 2012!
Khadeja Ahmad M E Abuhaliqa
Simon Donald Adler
Nicolle Alexis Anderson
Sarah Kristine Andrews
Ogulgerek Mamedovna Anneyeva
Mika Aoyama
Kelli Angelina Bachofner
Andrew John Baker
Celia Camile Beauchamp
Maria Paula Becerra
Aaron Philip Beerman
Molly Irene Bennison
Katherine Cress Blagden
Eryn Piper Block
Rachel Elizabeth Bracker
Megan Marie Brogan
William Elliott Brooks
Neil Galen Browning
Ian James Budden
Christopher Burhans
Caroline Alyssa Burns
Sinjin Samuel Carey
Charles Phillip Carmichael
Angela Ann Chapman
Ana May Choban
Jenna-Marie Louise Clark
Riley Otis Clingman
Melissa Cohen
Heidi Anne Copley
Dylan Neil Corbin
Ryan Patrick Cote
Rachel Lee Crist
Shane Alexander Cunningham
Jacob Dancer
Renee Marie Delaval
Claire Eaton Dewey
Shi Dong
Margot E Draeger
Nicholas Harmon Drushella
Tesia Aimee Eisenberg
Bolomaa Enkhbat
Chelsea Lorraine Feyerherm
Hannah Patricia Fischer
Bethany Suzanne Fish
Alison Rose Fister
Daniel James Fitzgerald
Tyler James Frith
Paul Christian Gammer

Scott Andrew Gardner
Jill Aubree Garel
Alison Dianna Germaneri
Angela Lynn Gile
Kevin Elliott Gilbride
Stacy Louise Gillespie
Joelle Nichole Glover
Erin Michelle Grady
Margaret Alison Greene
Peter James Hagan
Lloyd Taro Hall
Wyatt MaWuBao Harris
Yasuhiro Hirayama
Michael Frazier Holderreed
Amy Krista Holt
Alex Hoskin
Bennett Hubbard
William Ryan Huff
Matthew Thomas Hy
Jina Hyun
Michelle Ann Hyde-Wright
Jesse Insian
Nassir Sheikhosman Jemal
Justine Dominique Jensen
Megan Evelyn Johnson
Hyun Soo Albert Jung
Mor Julian Karen-Gil
Amanda Roxanne Kim
Ester EunHae Kim
Jae Kim
Angela Michelle Kohama
Karina Mae Leslie
Jocelyn Nicole Lieppman
Sunah Lim
Taylor James London
Jane Allison Lovendahl
Danny Lu
Brooke Michelle Luallin
Yen Thuy Mai
Laura Whitney Marshall
Nicholas James Mastrogany
Alicen Matthews
Bara Mbengue
Caitlin Laura Elizabeth McFall
Danielle Marie Meyer
Kelsey Lee Mills
Kelly Jean Moeller
Kelly Suzanne Moon

Paisley Ann Morrison
Alexa Nicole Morrill
Iona Musgnung
Duy Minh Nguyen
Casey Stelle Nelson
Anna Margaret Norman
Rafael Zuniga Norwood
Christopher Jordan Nowack
Colin Thomas O’Brien
Quincey Elizabeth O’Gara
Annie Elizabeth Irene O’Neal
Madeline M Oliver
Rachel Jean Olsen
Dildora Tagaeva Osborne
Emily Eileen Barker Palmer
Kourtney Paige Parks
Yoshie Aoki Reder
Christina Teresa Rosado
Adrianne Francoise Roudin
Shamsu Kamal Said
Alison M Satriana
Elliott Thomas Scherer
Grant Blair Schuberg
Kelly Marie Shilhanek
Issa Sky
Pavlina Smatova
Alicia Ward Sparks
Amella Maree Spatz
Spencer Randolph Stefanson
Colin Matthew Stevens
Sandra K Stovall
Kathleen Makai Taylor
Maxwell Kenneth Teschner
Christina Breanne Thomas
Megan Thomas
Zareen Van Winkle
Katherine Elizabeth Von Offenheim
Murwari Ava Wahed
Isabel Anna Waldman
Erika Larose Watts
Kalli Ann Wells
Randon Alexander White
Malina Cecile Wiebe
Whitney Jane Wilson
Martha Allison Xuereb
Katherine Allison Yaogo
Karissa Ladawn Yoakum
Tiffany Raeleen Zaremba
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Yalena Ablaeva “Inclusion of Students with Disabilities in 
Study Abroad: Current Practices and Student Perspectives”

Genevieve Hope Roesler Beecher “Inside, Outside, and 
Inbetween: Belonging and Identy Negotiation for Chinese-Ameri-
can Adoptees Studying abroad in China”

Paula Sue (“Susie”) Grimes “HIV/AIDS and Women With 
Disabilities in Zimbabwe”

Karina Mukazhanova “A Cross-Cultural Comparison of 
Leadership Choices: Commalities and Differences Among Female 
Leaders in the United States, Kazakhstan and Sweden”

Elizabeth Lefebvre “Student Attitudes Towards Multilingual 
Education”

Laura Massengale “We Know Where We Come From and 
Where We Are Going: Gender, Identity, and Associational Life 
Among Mauritanian Haalpulaar Migrants and their Children in the 
Paris Banlieue”

Graduate Awards, Genevieve Beecher 
and Laura Massengale, who have used 
their awards to travel and conduct field 
research in China (on Chinese American 
second language learners) and Paris (on 
gendered identities and associational 
life among the Peul), respectively. This 
is now the second year we have been 
able to award Judy Fosdick Oliphant 
scholarships to undergraduate students to 
support their international travel expenses 
in association with fulfilling International 
Studies’ requirement to have “a significant 
international experience.” Judy Fosdick 
supports our deep conviction that 
knowledge of the international arena 
is gained both in the classroom and in 
engaging personally abroad. This year, 
the Oliphant scholarship has supported 
undergraduate student travel to Brazil, 
China, Costa Rica, Germany, Japan, 
and Zanzibar. We have long recognized 
student frustration with being able to 
cover their international travel expenses, 
and greatly appreciate the support that 
George and Connie Slape and Judy 
Oliphant have provided to enable our 
students to travel the world and promote 
cross-cultural understanding.

We are excited that we have sponsored our 
first International Studies Alumni party 
this year. Great thanks go to Diana Daibes 
and Samantha Brotman, both relocated 
International Ducks in DC, for helping 
to organize the shindig in April. We look 
forward to sponsoring more of these 

alumni parties in the future as they’re a 
wonderful vehicle for reconnecting with 
the department, networking with people 
who share your interests, and overall 
having a great time. So please do join 
our alumni listserve network, a great way 
for faculty and alumni to communicate 
with each other, post job and internship 
announcements, check in to read about 
the extraordinary careers of our alumni 
and the global contributions they are 
making, and make connections to organize 
International Ducks alumni parties in the 
future. Write to me if you’re interested in 
organizing one!

The International Studies faculty values  
the steps each of us take to build a better 
world, together. Towards this end, the 
Department sponsored a great number 
of on campus activities this year, ranging 
from supporting student groups (including 
events concerning Hawaii, Latin America, 
Middle East, South Asia, Viet Nam and 
Native American traditions), centers and 
departments (including CLLAS, Religious 
Studies, and the Mills Center), and special 
events including the Kallari chocolate 
tasting, Witness for Peace speakers, and 
the OIA International Projects Fair.  We 
are now planning for visitors next year, 
including Pakistani Sufi rock star Salman 
Ahmad, founder of Janoon (http://www.
junoon.com), who will visit the UO in 
late October. We have also launched a 
new bimonthly brownbag ‘updates on 
research’ series in which an International 

Studies faculty member is paired with a 
graduate student who shares their research 
interest and both talk about their research. 
Held on Friday mornings, any alumni are 
welcome to attend – just write to Brooke 
Cagno (bcagno@uoregon.edu) in the fall 
if you want to see the schedule for the 
year, and write to me if you’re interested 
in making a presentation about your work 
when you’re in town!

Our students continue to travel the world, 
making significant differences wherever 
they go. Once again, except for Antarctica 
this year (yes, we’ve had a student work 
there in the past), no continent has been 
untouched by an IS undergraduate or 
graduate student! Please read further in 
this newsletter about some of the amazing 
work in which our students, faculty and 
alumni have been engaged. 

Our students, faculty, staff, and alumni are 
our strength. With the generous support 
of parents, families, loved ones, and 
generous contributors to our department, 
our students and alumni continue to make 
amazing connections and contributions 
worldwide. Please keep us informed as to 
your activities and travels. Come visit us 
when you’re back in Eugene!

Keep in touch,
Anita M. Weiss, Professor and Head

From the Head, from page 1__________________________________
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Tigadèguèna is the most famous and popular dish in Mali. 
It is also common in most other West African countries, 
particularly in Senegal, Gambia, Guinea-Conakry, Nigeria, 
Niger, Burkina Faso, and Cote d’Ivoire. It is a stew with 
meat simmered in a sauce thickened with ground peanuts 
and has a wonderful sweet-salty flavor. Mafé is known by 
many names, including groundnut stew, mafe, maffé, maffe, 
sauce d’arachide, and sauce z’ara,. In Mali we call it and 
tigadene.

Ingredients for 6 to 8 people:

• Oil -- 2 tablespoons (optional)
• Stewing beef, cut into cubes -- 2 pounds
• Onion, minced -- 1
• Garlic, minced -- 3 to 6 cloves
• Ginger (optional), minced -- 1 tablespoon
• Tomato paste -- 2 tablespoons
• Tomatoes, peeled, seeded and chopped -- 2 cups
• Water or stock -- 1 to 2 cups
• Natural, unsalted peanut butter -- 1 cup
• Salt and pepper -- to taste

Cooking Directions
1. Heat the oil in a large pot over medium-high heat. 
Add the beef and sauté until lightly browned on all sides, 5-6 
minutes. Remove to a bowl and set aside.

2. Add the onion to the oil in the pot and sauté until 
translucent, 3-4 minutes. Stir in the garlic and ginger and 
sauté another 1-2 minutes.

Tigadèguèna ou Mafé 
By Assititan T Sylla, IS MA Student 
(Mali)

International Studies

Summer Courses 
Zero Week June 19 - 22
INTL 407/507 Sem  Environmental Justice, Braun
INTL 407/507: Sem  Vietnam, Carpenter

Weeks 1-4 June 25 - July 20         
INTL 250: Value Systems in Cross-Cultural Perspective, Carpenter       
INTL 399: Africa Today, Wooten
INTL 399: Global Sports and Politics, Jones
INTL 407/507: Middle East Politics, Croatti
INTL 407/507: Pakistan & Afghanistan: Connecting the Problems and 
the Solutions, Weiss

Weeks 3-4 July 9 - August 20
INTL 407/507: Sem Global Social Movements, Braun

Weeks 5-8 July 23 - August 17
INTL 260: Culture, Capitalism, and Globalization, Wooten
INTL 399: Humanitarian Aid, Foltz
INTL 399: Global Education & Development, Lefebvre
INTL 399: International Human Rights, Meyer

Week 7 Weekend Class August 11 - 12
INTL 410/510: Global Perspectives on Disability, Sygall

Weeks 9-11 August 20 - September 7
INTL 101: Introduction to International Issues, Martin
INTL 240: Perspectives on International Development, Mitterman

3. Return the beef to the pot, stir in the tomato paste 
and cook for about 1 minute. Stir in the chopped tomatoes and 
bring to a boil. Reduce heat to medium-low and simmer for 
8-10 minutes to reduce the volume of the tomatoes somewhat.

4. Add enough water or stock to loosen the dish to a 
stew like consistency. Simmer for another 10 minutes.

5. Stir in the peanut butter, salt and pepper and simmer 
for another 40 minutes, or until the beef is tender and oil rises 
to the surface of the dish. Add water as necessary to keep the 
dish stew like.

6. Adjust seasoning and serve over rice or couscous.

Variations:
• Use goat, sheep, chicken pieces, smoked fish or meatballs.
• When you add the water or stock, stir in some vegetables 

such as cabbage, yams, squash, okra, eggplant, potatoes, 
peppers or carrots if you like. 

• Some recipes call for cooking the peanut butter with the 
tomato paste, before adding the chopped tomatoes.
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Kathie Carpenter (associ-
ate professor) was appoint-
ed as Director of College 
Advising for the College of 
Arts and Sciences, where 
she is leading efforts to 
support undeclared stu-

dents in CAS at the UO. She will present her 
most recent research paper,“Imagining Cam-
bodian Orphans,” at the “Imagining Cambo-
dia” Conference at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity in September 2012.  This research focuses 
on how both orphanages and their volunteers 
use the internet to construct global images of 
Cambodian orphans.

Dennis Galvan (professor) 
was promoted to full pro-
fessor in spring 2011, and 
became interim Vice Pro-
vost for International Af-
fairs in January 2012.  He’s 
out of the classroom now, 

but looks forward to teaching INTL 240 again 
soon, in conjunction with his new UO-level 
administrative duties.  Professor Galvan also 
co-directs Global Oregon (www.global.uore-
gon.edu) a UO strategic initiative to expand 
study abroad, multiply foreign language offer-
ings, deepen international research, and make 
global engagement as much a hallmark of the 
UO as track and rain.  Of late he traveled for 
research to Senegal, South Korea and Gabon; 
published articles and chapters on transnation-
alism, labor remittances, and political creativ-
ity; and looks forward to the forthcoming pub-
lication of his book, Everyday Nation Building 

and an edited volume, Un-
structuring Politics.  
Derrick Hindery (as-
sisstant professor) Over 
the past year Professor 
Hindery made substantial 
progress on his book proj-

ect, From Enron to Evo: Indigenous Peoples, 
Hydrocarbons Conflicts and the Environment 
in Bolivia, the culmination of research he has 
conducted in Bolivia since his doctoral stud-
ies.  The book is forthcoming by University 
of Arizona Press as part of the First Peoples, 
New Directions publishing initiative. The Uni-
versity of Arizona Press intends to publish 40 
books over the course of four years in the field 
of indigenous studies.  University of Arizona 
Press awarded Hindery a $2000 stipend to at-
tend a mentoring workshop in May 2011 in 
Sacramento, CA, coinciding with the Native 
American and Indigenous Studies Association 

annual meeting. 
Galen Martin (senior instructor) was recently 
promoted to Senior Instructor by the College of 
Arts and Sciences.  Dr. Martin holds a joint ap-

pointment in International 
Studies (home department), 
Environmental Studies 
and Latin American Stud-
ies.  This year’s IS courses 
included ‘Introduction to 
International Issues,’ ‘Inter-
national Conflict and Coop-
eration,’ and ‘International 

Community Development.’ He also offered a 
Freshmen Seminar, ‘Food Connections,’ and 
continues his involvement with the emerging 
Food Studies group on campus.  In February, 
he attended the Association of American Ge-
ographers conference in New York. One of 
his thesis advisees, Vanessa Fiedler, received 
the Knight Library Undergraduate Research 
Award.  
R. Glenn Mittermann (adjunct lecturer and 
M.A. in International Studies, UO, 1989) first 
worked as a lawyer in the US and subsequent-

ly spent 22 years overseas 
with the UN.  At the UN 
he worked on a wide range 
of issues in the field of in-
ternational cooperation for 
development including en-
vironmental law, interna-

tional drug control and the global fight against 
HIV/AIDS. In winter 2013 he will teach a new 
Freshman Seminar, “The UN in the Public 
Imagination: Myth or Reality?” building on 
his UN experience.  Glenn is also developing 
a course exploring program development for 
global health issues to be offered Spring 2013. 
He is happy to work with students considering 
careers with an international organization.
Anita M. Weiss (professor and department 
head) remains deeply involved with research 

and related professional 
activities in Pakistan. She 
was elected Vice President 
of the American Institute 
of Pakistan Studies last fall, 
shortly after organizing the 
first-ever Women’s Stud-

ies conference in Pakistan, in collaboration 
with Pakistan’s National Commission on the 
Status of Women and two Pakistani universi-
ties. In January-February, she conducted field 
research in Swat, “After the Taliban and the 
Megaflood in Swat: The Challenges of Rec-
onciliation and Rebuilding Lives,” which she 

presented at the Council on Foreign Relations 
in Washington, DC in March. As a guest of 
Oxford University Press, Professor Weiss par-
ticipated in the Karachi Literature Festival in 
February where she spoke about her ongoing 
research on women and legal reforms in Paki-
stan, which was published in May 2012 by the 
US Institute for Peace as Special Report 305, 
“Moving Forward with the Legal Empower-
ment of Women in Pakistan.” At the UO, she 
helped author the recently accepted minor in 
South Asian Studies, and looks forward to 

her son, Sulman, becom-
ing a Duck and playing golf 
for the UO this coming fall.
Stephen Wooten (associate 
professor) How do people in 
Mali’s urban areas make use 
of expressive culture drawn 

from its countryside villages? What symbols 
and traditions do these city folk celebrate and 
how do they make them their own? These are 
the kinds of questions he explored as a Ful-
bright scholar in Mali this past academic year. 
The research he conducted will feed into his 
next book project on the regional and global 
reach of rural Mande art and culture. During 
the year, he also helped launch a village level 
cultural preservation initiative and would love 
to tell you how you can get involved (swoo-
ten@uoregon.edu).  He was recently appoint-

ed Director of UO’s African 
Studies Program for three 
years, to begin in July.
Yvonne Braun (associate 
professor) recently received 
tenure and was promoted to 
Associate Professor of Inter-

national Studies.  She served as interim Grad-
uate Director both winter and spring terms 
and enjoyed learning more about the IS MA 
students and the department in general.  With 
Leslie McLees, Yvonne published an article 
titled “Space, Ownership and Inequality: Eco-
nomic Development and Tourism in the High-
lands of Lesotho” in the Cambridge Journal 
of Regions, Economy and Society, and wrote a 
book review of Anne Kelk Mager’s “Beer, So-
cialibility, and Masculinity in South Africa,” 
for the International Journal of African Stud-
ies.  Her co-edited volume, Women’s Encoun-
ters with Globalization, should be out soon, 
and she received a Summer Research Award 
to start working on her next project, tentatively 
titled Selling the River: Gender, Environmen-
tal Justice, and Large-Scale Development in 
Lesotho.

IS Faculty News



Page

11
Global Encounters

Newsletter of the UO Department of International Studies

Many Thanks to Our Generous Contributors!
Thanks to those of you who have contributed since Summer 2011, listed below 

(Please let us know if we’ve missed your name)

The Boeing Company
Joshua A. Brown
Tina L. Buikat
Dina and Michael Burns
Kathleen and Robert Carey
Todd R. Cornett
Candice M. Dolbier
Linda Siekas Dolejs
Emily F. Escobosa
Patricia F. Fink
Sarah King and John Giamberso

Jennfer and Joseph Gilhooly
Jane Wahlstrom Grodem and Jon                                                                                              
    Grodem
Robin and Geoff Heatherington 
Merry Hornreich
Christina Kreps
Babette Lightner
Elia and Frank Miles
Craig Mosier
Patricia and Ray Nicola
Jerry Norwood

Judy Fosdick Oliphant
Jennifer Palmer
Matthew Rail
Linda and Guy Renfro
Lauren Scott
Lisa and Randall Sias
Conni and George Slape
Karen Stillman
Sarah Usher
Craig Weigand
Jennifer Yockey

IS Alumni Party in DC, from page 1____________________________
program there was flexibility as to what I wanted to work on. As 
such, graduates have pursued a wide variety of career paths.
 
The alumni gathering was a great success. We had a wonderful 
time and it was nice for all of us to connect with each other on an 
academic, professional and personal level. I think that it’s important 
that we try to form a tighter network to support each other. It’s not 
always easy to be far from home and what’s familiar, so I think that 
forming an IS alumni group in Washington D.C. is a good way to 
help each other out. I plan to schedule more events and I hope that 
we can encourage more alumni to join our group.
 
A brief look at some of those who attended shows the variety of 
amazing work IS grads are pursuing: Suteera Nagavajara works 
as a research director at ICF International in Washington D.C., 
where she oversees large scale research projects around the world 
for U.S. government clients including U.S. Department of Labor 
and USAID. She also worked at the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science and Inter-American Development Bank 

before joining ICF. Antonia Wolff graduated from IS in May 1996, 
focusing on microfinance in West Africa. She is now working for 
USAID’s flagship project addressing nutrition, food security and 
agriculture globally.  Samantha Brotman is a student at Georgetown 
University where she is getting her master’s in Arab Studies, and 
has been researching the intersections of Abrahamic religions and 
Middle East politics for the most part, namely Christian and Jewish 
Zionist history and discourse. I am currently working for USAID 
as a Country Development Officer for Burundi, Djibouti and the 
Central Africa Regional Program for the Environment (CARPE).

 It’s clear that the IS program and its versatility has enabled students 
and now professionals to pursue a wide variety of career paths. The 
alumni I met are thriving here.  It’s great to see how IS alumni are 
making a real difference in a place where it all happens: where 
policy is developed, where international development is planned 
and supported, and where some of the brightest minds meet to work 
together to solve world problems, together.

By Will Johnson   
Eryn Block, who will graduate from the 
honors college this  June with majors in 
International Studies and German, was se-
lected for the prestigious Phi Beta Kappa 
Oregon Six award.  The Phi Beta Kappa 
Society’s mission is “fostering and rec-
ognizing excellence in the liberal arts and 
sciences,” and each year it selects six out-
standing UO undergraduates to be members 
of the Oregon Six.  Eryn’s IS regional focus 
is Africa and her professional concentration 
is Politics, Economics, and Law; her un-
dergraduate Honors Thesis is titled: When 
Reaching for the Stars Is Not Enough: Ad-
dressing the Misalignment of Postsecond-

ary Expectations and Preparation of High 
School Students from Low-Socioeconomic 
Backgrounds.
Eryn is a Eugene native who became inter-
ested in international issues after spending 
a year of high school in Waldshut, a small 
town in southern Germany.  Although truly 
enjoying this experience and gaining near 
fluency in German, while in college she 
chose to pursue an international experi-
ence that greatly differed from her time 
in Europe.  In her junior year she interned 
with the Red Cross in Burkina Faso, where 
she lived with a Griot family and learned 
French.  
These experiences helped further shape her 
view of the world and helped foster her in-

terest in global health and development is-
sues.  While at UO she tried to take every 
class related to global health and develop-
ment, and is very interested in working to-
wards improving health policy in both the 
United States and abroad.  She is interested 
specifically in working to improve public 
health problems either in the southern Unit-
ed States or Africa.  
In early June, even before commencement, 
Eryn will move to Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
where she will teach middle school science 
for Teach for America. Afterwards, she 
plans to pursue a PhD in public or global 
health with a focus on Behavioral Science.  
Congratulations, Eryn, on this well-de-
served award!

2012 IS Graduate Chosen for Prestigious Oregon Six Award
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Miriam Fischer

Ming Canaday

UO International Studies Alumni Networking!  
We are pleased to invite all UO International 
Studies alumni to join our alumni listserve. 
The listserve has been created with the 
intention of offering graduates of our 
department the ability to network with 
one another, including information on 
job opportunities, travel tips, and general 
updates on the paths that fellow classmates 
and peers have traveled since their time at 
the University of Oregon. If you’re not yet 
on it, please send us your permanent email 

address to isp@oregon.edu and we’ll add 
you to the list!
We have hosted our first alumni event, 
“International Ducks in DC,” (read all about 
it on page one). We’re trying to expand 
our alumni networking, and are happy to 
host alumni events in other cities – perhaps 
even Bangkok or Japan! Please contact 
Department Head Anita Weiss <aweiss@
uoregon.edu> if you are interested in 
organizing an IS alumni event somewhere.

Stay updated. 
Stay connected.

Visit The University of Oregon 
Department of  International 

Studies Facebook Page

With the support of a Judy Fosdick 
Oliphant Scholarship, I interned this 
past year at Guangzhou English Training 
Center for the Handicapped (GETCH) 
in China. Going to GETCH has not only 
made me become more aware of what I 
want to do in life, but it has also made 
me into a better person. Seeing what 
obstacles these students face everyday 
has put life in perspective for me.
Volunteering for the GETCH summer 
camp was a particularly amazing experi-
ence: it is a one week camp put on by 
GETCH where people with disabilities 
from all over China come together and 
get to know each other and be empow-
ered through the various activities we 
planned for them.  I greatly enjoyed in-
terviewing the students at the beginning 
of the year and discovering each of their 

stories, which have been an inspiration 
to me. I also liked conversing with the 
students in English, and I found that for 
many, their oral English was excellent.
I truly believe going to Guangzhou and 
interning at GETCH was one of the 
most important decisions I could have 
made in utilizing my time last sum-
mer. In my opinion, in order to help the 
disabled population in China, I have 
to know exactly what I can do to help 
them and coming to GETCH has taught 
me a great deal about that. My ultimate 
goal is to help all disabled people in 
China get equal access to everything 
that non-disabled people have access 
to. To accomplish this, individuals with 
disabilities must first be educated, which 
involves accessible institutions and 
public transportation.  To achieve these 

goals, we have to change how China’s 
general population views individuals 
with disabilities. Finally, we have to 
have people who are willing to do this 
difficult job. I am happy I was able to 
volunteer myself for this difficult, but 
rewarding job.

This year I was very fortunate to receive 
a Judy Fosdick Oliphant scholarship 
in international studies. With the funds, 
I was able to complete a field internship 
in El Cocal, Costa Rica, and work for a 
non-profit called Global Vision Interna-
tional.

As an intern I worked in a third grade 
class as well as provided English lessons 
to adults after school. Working in El 
Cocal was both the most challenging 
and most rewarding experience of my 
college career. I found it was a lot of 

hard work being a teacher in a foreign 
language, especially for kids that came 
from such difficult circumstances.

Luckily, the satisfaction felt from seeing 
my students improve (and understand 
my Spanish) greatly outweighed the 
difficult days. It was invigorating to see 
the positive changes that were happening 
not only in their lives, but in the village 
as a whole. I’m happy I could be a small 
part of that change. I just hope I was able 
to enrich their lives as much as they did 
mine.
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The March 2012 coup d’état in the historically stable African coun-
try of Mali had an unusually large impact on the UO International 
Studies Department: when the coup happened Associate Professor 
Stephen Wooten was in Mali on a year-long Fullbright Fellowship 
with his wife and two young children, current MA student Emily 
Capdeville was also in Mali doing thesis research, and first year MA 
student Assitan Sylla watched from Eugene as the government of 
her home country fell to a military coup. 
Despite recent fighting between government forces and Tuareg reb-
els in the north, Mali had been one of the most stable and peaceful 
countries in Africa for the last twenty years (Professor Wooten has 
been doing research in Mali for decades and he had no major con-
cerns about brining his family along).  In late February the situation 
heated up after a group of mostly military wives marched on the 
Presidential palace and demanded better equipment, food, and train-
ing for their husbands who were fighting in the north.  On March 
21, the Malian Defense Minister went to a military camp in hopes of 
defusing a protest planned for the next day, and the situation quickly 
turned violent. By nightfall soldiers had secured the Presidential 
palace and were in control of the capital city, Bamako; during the 
night both Professor Wooten and Emily could hear gunfire in their 
neighborhoods. Information was scant, yet despite the conflict nei-
ther immediately attmepted to leave the country.  Both Professor 
Wooten and Emily were concerned about their safety - and the pos-
sibility that the situation could get worse - but both also assumed 
things would calm down and they would not be forced to leave.  
Back in Eugene, Assa was finishing her second term at the UO when 

she missed a phone call from her husband, who was still in Mali 
with two of her four children; she had not yet heard anything of 
the coup.  In the voicemail he said that they could hear gunfire, but 
that they didn’t know what was happening and were just waiting.  
When Assa called back he didn’t answer, and she began to get very 
concerned.  “I was just shaking,” Assa said, as she quickly turned 
to CNN and Al Jazeera to see if any information had reached the 
news.  She quickly learned of the coup - it was already public by this 
time - although no clear details were emerging.  She spent the whole 
night on the phone with her family, and although everyone was okay 
she continued to worry because she lives in the same residential 
complex as several government ministers and she has a cousin who 
works at the Presidential Palace.  Her biggest fear, other than phys-
ical harm to her loved ones, was that soldiers would ransack the 
houses in the complex and come arrest the ministers, who were both 
old friends of hers.
Despite the incredibly tense situation and the fact that it remains 
largely unresolved, all three members of the IS community and their 
families are safe. When it became clear that Bamako was not going 
to return to normal anytime soon, Professor Wooten made the hard 
decision to return to Eugene with his family two months earlier than 
expected. Subsequently, Emily flew to Europe and continued her 
research via phone and skype, and Assa is finishing her spring term 
and looking forward to seeing her husband and family this coming 
summer.  Despite the coup, all three look forward to returning to 
Mali in the near future and, in the meanwhile, they are all sending 
their prayers and blessings to people in the country.

Hitoshi Igarashi (MA, 1994)
After graduating from UO, Hitoshi joined 
the Japanese International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) and worked for three years 
on health sector development projects in 
Brazil, Niger, Zambia, Ghana, Jamaica, and 
Sri Lanka.  He then worked for non-profit 
organizations for over twelve years in Zam-

bia and Cambodia, and continues to act as a technical advisor 
to both the Zambian and Cambodian governments. He currently 
serves as an emergency management instructor for for the Sec-
retariat for National Counter Terrorism Committee in Cambodia, 

and as a technical advisor to the Community Police Emergency 
Response Team (among other agencies) in Zambia.  Due to his 
technical expertise, Hitoshi volunteered with a Japanese non-
profit after the March, 2011 tsunami, and has led community di-
saster risk reduction sessions in Bacolod City, Phillippines.  
“The International Studies Program equipped me with not only 
the necessary knowledge in international development but also 
the courage and wisdom that are often needed to maneuver in a 
very unsafe and harsh environment,” Hitoshi says of his time at 
UO.  He has also particpiated in several disaster response related 
research activities in Cambodia, the Phillippines, and Zambia 
through Kokushikan University, and he intends to one day pursue 
a PhD in Emergency Management.  

 Alexandra Denes (1998)
Inspired by UO IS faculty and her 10-month 
internship in the Lao PDR as part of the IS pro-
gram, after graduation she decided to pursue 
her PhD in Anthropology at Cornell Univer-
sity.  In 2002, she received a Fulbright grant 
to undertake dissertation research in Northeast 
Thailand on the topic of Khmer ethnic identity 

and state-led heritage revitalization. After graduation in 2006, Alex 
returned to Thailand with her family and joined the UNESCO Bang-
kok office as a consultant, contributing to regional Education For 

All assessment and reporting.  In 2007, she joined the Sirindhorn 
Anthropology Centre as a senior research associate,  spearhead-
ing a number of regional programs including the Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage and Museums Field School, the Culture and Rights 
in Thailand program, and the Visual Anthropology Program. Since 
joining the SAC, her research has focused on cultural heritage rights 
and participatory approaches to heritage management, particularly 
in the Phnom Rung Historical Park.  Alex attributes her enduring 
commitment to participatory research principles and methods to the 
International Studies faculty and coursework, and she continues to 
apply many of the approaches learned at UO with communities in 
Thailand.     

Coup in Mali Affects IS Graduate Students, Professor
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